
Spanish 1 COURSE SYLLABUS
Fall 2022 Grade Level: 9th -12th

Teacher: Sra. Porter-Dwyer
E-mail: sporterdwyer@fsd1.org
Office Hours: Before or after school, by appointment Room 203

About your teacher:
I am Sasha-Gay Porter-Dwyer, a proud native of the beautiful island of Jamaica . I have been an educator at the secondary level for
over a decade. I am a proud graduate of the University of the West Indies where I obtained a Bachelor in Education in Spanish
Education. Though English is my first language, I have a love for Spanish and the rich Hispanic culture. I greatly anticipate sharing
my passion with my prospective students as well as learning from them.

Preferred Method of Communication:
The best method of contact to reach me is via email. I will check email on a regular basis should you need help
or have any questions.

Expectations for Engagement for the Teacher:
As a teacher, I understand the importance of clear, timely communication with my students and parents. In order
to maintain sufficient communication, I will

- Provide my contact information;
- Respond to all messages within 24 hours if received Monday through Thursday, and within 48 hours

if received Friday through Sunday; and,
- Notify students of any extended times that I will be unavailable and provide them with alternative

contact information (for the administration or me) in case during the time I am unavailable.
As a teacher, I understand that my students will work to the best of their abilities to fulfill the course
requirements. In order to help them in this area, I will

- Provide clear information about grading policies and assignment requirements, and
- Communicate any changes to assignments and/or to the course calendar to students as quickly as

possible.
As a teacher, I understand that I need to provide regular, timely feedback to students about their performance in
the course. To keep students and parents informed about their progress, I will

- Post grades for assignments within one week of the assignment.
- Provide grades for major assignments within 2 weeks of the due date or at least 3 days before the

next major assignment is due, whichever comes first.

Course Goals:
The students will…

● Communicate in Spanish. (engage in conversations, understand and interpret written and spoken
language, present information, etc.)

● Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures.
● Immerse into the nature of language and culture.

Course Description:



The students will get knowledge of the Spanish language and culture. The development of the four skills of
understanding, speaking, reading, and writing will be the major objective of the course. Students will expand
vocabulary while developing the ability to use complex grammatical structures and a number of verb tenses.
Also, learning about contemporary Spanish cultures.
Standards: https://ed.sc.gov/index.cfm?LinkServID=B8AC450D-A4FC-F1FE-B849764B7BCFB347

Grading Policy (teacher) Points weight subject to change.
Participation Tests Quizzes Oral

Presentations
Projects

20 points
weekly

Vary Vary 30 points
Each one

Depends the pro

Grading Policy per semester (District)

Q1 and Q3 % Q3 and Q4 %

Projects/Tests 40% Projects/Tests 45%

Quizzes/Labs 30% Quizzes/Labs 30%

Homework/Classwork 20% Homework/Classwork 25%

Midterm 10% Final Exam 20%

All missed work will be put in as a zero and should be made up in accordance to the student handbook. Failure
to make up work (homework or test/quiz) due to an absence will result in a permanent zero in the gradebook.

Materials needed for class each day:
Required Text:
Autentico (Level 1) textbook
Materials:

● A notebook
● Writing utensil (pen or pencil)
● Markers or colored pencils, glue, scissors
● School-issued ChromeBook (charged)
● RECOMMENDED (but not required)—index cards, Spanish-English dictionary

Rules:

1. Be respectful.
2. Bring all your materials to class every day.
3. Be on time.
4. Only a bottle of water will be allowed in the classroom.

Procedures:

https://ed.sc.gov/index.cfm?LinkServID=B8AC450D-A4FC-F1FE-B849764B7BCFB347


1. Spanish will be spoken ALL THE TIME during class time.
2. At the beginning of each class period, students are expected to enter the classroom quietly, find their

assigned seats, and begin working on bellwork. If any homework assignments are due, they must be
turned in/out on the student's desk to be checked at the beginning of class.

3. Late work:
a. Students who have been absent have five(5) school days to make up any missing work. The

grade will be put in as a ZERO upon completion. If the student exceeds the five days points will
be deducted upon completion as well. Worksheets/papers will be in the boxes located in the back
of the room, or on Classroom. It is the student’s responsibility to arrange a time with the teacher
to make up a test or quiz.

b. Students who have not been absent have until the day of the chapter test to make up any missed
assignment. Points will be deducted.

4. All book bags, pocketbooks, purses, etc. must be ON THE FLOOR during class time.   Have only class
materials on the desk during instruction.

5. Chrome Books should only be out on the student’s desk on days that they will be used during
class. Unless we are using them for part of the lesson, they must be kept inside of the carrying case.
When using Chrome Books, students must abide by South Florence High School’s Acceptable Use
Policy.

6. Do not use class time to go to the office, guidance, or another teacher’s classroom.
7. During class, students are expected to be attentive, respectful, and work on all assignments that

are given. If a student finishes an assignment before the rest of the class, they may use the free time to
quietly look over their notes or vocabulary, making sure they are not disrupting the other students who
are still working.  When the class begins to go over the assignment, the student is expected to put away
the things they were working on, have their assignment on their desk, and participate in sharing the
answers with the class.

8. During class, students are expected to remain seated (unless otherwise instructed).  If the need arises to
leave his or her seat, the student must raise their hand and wait for the teacher’s permission to get up (to
sharpen pencil, get a tissue, throw away trash, etc.).

9. In class, when the teacher asks for the attention of the students, each person is expected to immediately
stop what they are doing (talking, working, etc.) and give Mrs. Porter-Dwyer’s their undivided attention,
until they are directed to do otherwise.

10.While taking a test or a quiz, students must have all materials put away and out of sight, and are
expected to keep their eyes on their own papers. There is absolutely NO TALKING during an
assessment, and failure to abide by this rule will result in a grade of a ZERO for all students involved.
Also, cell phones will be placed in the pockets hanging on the wall. Cheating will be no tolerated and
will result in a zero on the test or quiz.

11. At the end of class, students must wait to pack up materials until prompted by the teacher.  Students are
to remain in their seats until dismissed BY THE TEACHER.

12. Per district policy, cell phones cannot be used during the class. They cannot be visible at any time.
Failed to this will result in an office referral.

13. Bathroom policy: just one student at a time, two minutes pass. You cannot take the cellphone with you.



By signing below, you are indicating that you have read and understood the guidelines and expectations for this
class, and are agreeing to uphold those expectations.

Student Signature: ____________                 Date:

Parent Signature: _____________________________________________
Date: ________________

SFHS Universal Late Work Policy

At South Florence High School, we are dedicated to the academic and social development of all of our
students. With this in mind, and in an effort to maintain consistency and continuity school-wide, our late work
policy is as follows:

When students do not turn work in on the assigned due date, the following policy will go into effect:

● Students will receive a 10% deduction per day for the first five days after the due date.
● Students who turn work in after the five day allotted time, will receive a maximum grade, per

assignment, of a 50.
● Students may submit late work up until one week prior to the end of each quarter.
● Late assignments will be graded and given a grade that is 50% of the earned academic grade.

(Example: assignment is turned in 4 weeks late.  The earned academic grade is an 80.  The grade
will be recorded in the gradebook as a 40. Work that is late past the 5 day mark will only be given
50% of the earned academic credit.)

● Students must email the teacher with the subject line of the late work being turned in along with the
original due date.  Failure to notify the teacher that work is submitted will result in the zero remaining
in the gradebook.

● Students who choose not to turn in the work will receive a grade of zero.

In the event that an assignment is not submitted by the due date, all teachers, per district policy, will issue a 0
as a placeholder until the work has been submitted.

This is a universal policy for all subjects, content areas, and courses.
The only exceptions to this policy are Advanced Placement and Dual Credit courses.
Students who fall under the Department of Justice (Exception Children, Multiple Languages, or Mckinney
Vento etc....) are not subject to this policy as they have plans specifically written for their needs.
Per FSD1 policy: excused absences, extenuating circumstances, and SFHS  administrative approval may alter
or change this policy on a case by case basis.


